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EDEN reduces the impact of
disasters through education.



Today’s EDEN

• 50 states and 3 U.S. territories
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And…

Alaska

Hawaii

Puerto Rico 

Guam

Virgin Islands



The EDEN Web Site

• Provides resources on various 
disaster topics

• Provides expert                 
contacts

• A portal to Land                     
Grant universities
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More Than Just a Web Site

• When the lights go out, it’s about 
already developed partnerships 
and working relationships 
throughout the network that meet 
needs and get the job done.
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Established Partnerships

• USDA
• DHS
• FEMA
• VOAD
• CDC
• State Departments of Ag
• State Departments of Health
• Others
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Who Are We?

• As a national network, we are:
– Educators
– Specialists 
– Experts
– Liaisons
– Collaborators
– Consultants
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A State Example

• Louisiana
– Hurricanes Katrina & Rita

• EDEN POC: Pat Skinner (LSU)
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A State Example

• North Dakota
– Flood of April 2006

• EDEN POC: Becky Koch (NDSU)
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A State Example

• Indiana
– Tornadoes of November 2005

• EDEN POC: Steve Cain (Purdue)
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A State Example

• Virginia
– Disaster Preparedness 

• EDEN POC: Robert Grisso (VT)
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Learning Opportunities

• A provider of online curriculums
– Train-the-Trainer
– Designed to teach educators/agents 

on pertinent topics
– Equips them with the tools needed 

to teach the intended audience 
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Priority homeland security topics 2002:Priority homeland security topics 2002:
Urgent           Not Urgent           Not 

UrgentUrgent
•• Drinking water security Drinking water security 78%78% 4%4%
•• Food SecurityFood Security 64%64% 9%9%
•• IndividualIndividual’’s role s role 57%57% 14%14%
•• GovernmentGovernment’’s roles role 55%55% 14%14%
•• Animal biosecurity Animal biosecurity 50%50% 12%12%
•• Personal securityPersonal security 48%48% 13%13%
•• Farm securityFarm security 45%45% 12%12%
•• Financial securityFinancial security 42%42% 15%15%
•• Plant/crop biosecurityPlant/crop biosecurity 37%37% 16%16%
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Audiences appropriate for Audiences appropriate for 
Extension on homeland security Extension on homeland security 

topics:topics:
•• Food and Food and agag –– 87%87%
•• Local government Local government –– 80%80%
•• General public General public –– 74%74%
•• Emergency Mgt. Emergency Mgt. –– 68%68%
•• Volunteer groups Volunteer groups –– 63%63%
•• Youth Youth –– 48%48%
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For an new crop disease?

Extension 79%
State Department of Ag 42%
Another farmer or rancher 32%
Pesticide representative 31%
Dealer consultant 28%
Hired Crop Consultant 10%
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Current Curriculums

• Plant Biosecurity Management 
Course, 2006 Edition
– Created by University of Missouri
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NPDN EDEN

Target
Audience

Extension
Crop Consultants
Producers, 
Industry
Others

Extension 
Educators

Broad
Goals

Increase 
proficiency in the 
detection and 
identification of 
new pests and 
pathogens

Educators help 
producers 
become aware of 
plant biosecurity
issues



Current Curriculums

• OnGuard: Protecting America’s 
Food System
– Created by University of Minnesota
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Current Curriculums

• National Response Plan: USDA’s 
Role
– Created by North Dakota State Univ.
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Current Curriculums

• Ready Business 
– A collaborated effort by EDEN and 

DHS
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Current Curriculums

• Pandemic Preparedness 
– A collaborated effort by EDEN and 

USDA
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Upcoming Curriculum

• Animal Biosecurity Management 
Course
– Will be developed at the University 

of Kentucky
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A New Opportunity

• Animal Biosecurity Conference
– Six regional locations
– New Mexico, Pennsylvania, South 

Carolina
– To collaborate efforts and planning 

across state lines
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EDEN
• EDEN is a logical portal to the 

cooperative Extension system for 
agricultural homeland security 
and disaster communications

• Opportunities exist for continued 
and expanded cooperation 
between EDEN and USDA

• Partner with NPDN in education
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Thank You!

Steve Cain 
EDEN Homeland Security 

Project Director
Purdue University 

email: 
cain@purdue.edu
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